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eligiodS
Freedom
Sponsored by North Pontotoc PTO

Pontotoc County Citizens for School Prayer
Post Office Box 343
Ecru, Mississippi 38841

Dear Concerned Citizen:
On December 20, 1994, religious freedom came under attack in the small conullunity of Pontotoc
County, Mississippi. On that date, the American Civil Liberties Union and the People For the American
Way filed a lawsuit in federal court against North Pontotoc Attendance Center, a public school in northern
Pontotoc County. The lawsuit seeks to stop the school's practice of allowing student-initiated, voluntary
prayer over the intercom system. Also, the teaching of an elective course entitled Biblical History of the
Middle East is challenged as unconstitutional.
The school's administration and school board responded by stating that voluntary prayer and the
elective course are protected by the religious expression and free speech clauses of the U.S. Constitution.
On April 17, 1995, Judge Neal Biggers granted an injunction to stop the prayer over the intercom,
pending the outcome of the trial set for March 4, 1996. The school district has retained Michael
Whitehead, counsel for the Christian Life Conunission of the Southern Baptist Convention, to assist the
local attorney in the fight to protect the religious freedom of students in the school system.
On August 9, 1995, the ACLU and PAW dismissed all individual defendants in the lawsuit. No
punitive damages will be sought.
Pontotoc countians are not giving up. We will fight until the end. If we have to, we'll go all the
way to the Supreme Court. We believe the fight that lies before us is crucial to every American because
freedom of religion is the fundamental freedom.
Because of the lawsuit filed against the Pontotoc County School District, concerned citizens of
Pontotoc County, Mississippi, fornled a conunittee in support of student-initiated, student-led school
prayer, as well as voluntary Biblical studies. The purposes of this conunittee are:
1. To create public awareness and support of school prayer through such efforts as sales ofTshirts, ribbons, signs, and bumper stickers.
2. To plan and coordinate efforts to defray legal expenses incurred in the lawsuit.
In order to achieve these objectives, we need your prayers, support, and financial assistance.
The entire conullunity of Pontotoc County has banded together to show its overwhelming support
for the school's decision t? fight this attack on religious freedom. The school's colors of orange and blue
have become a symbol of the school's fight to preserve religious freedom . Almost overnight, bumper
stickers, yard signs, T-shirts, and orange and blue ribbons have appeared throughout the county and region
in support of the school's determination to win this lawsuit. We have received over 43,000 letters of
support and perhaps a dozen negative letters.
We challenge you to actively participate in this battle to maintain students' rights of religious
expression in schools. It is critical that you make your financial contribution as soon as possible to the
address above or directly to the "Citizens for School Prayer" account at the First National Bank, 19 South
Main Street, Pontotoc, MS 38863 . For further clarification, please call or contact committee members.

In God We Trust,

Pontotoc County Citizens for School Prayer
Executive Board
Pat Mounce, President (601)489-6341
Bro. Doug Jones (601)489-5900
Edna Scott, Vice-president (601)489-4310
Bro. Don McCutchen (601)489-9022
Dr. Linda Gregory Jones, Secretary (601)489-3493 Donna Mooney (601)488-9628
Dr. Terry Wood, Treasurer (601)489-6928
Beverly Ross (601)489-7489
Lecia Stubblefield (601)489-6516

WHY AMERICA SHOULD DEFEND
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
IN PONTOTOC, MISSISSIPPI
1.

The Constitution guarantees the right of free speech and the free exercise of religion,
even for students.

2.

Since the federal court's injunction, the only speech that is banned at North Pontotoc
Attendance Center is religious speech. All other types of speech are allowed as long as it
does not interfere with the educational process. Student-initiated, voluntary religious
expression ought to be treated the same.

3.

The ACLU, the People for the American Way, and the plaintiff in this case have said
that American citizens should limit their religious expression to inside the church, inside
the home, and inside other private places. This flies in the face of over 200 years of
American history. Americans have always believed that religious expression has a place
in the public arena.

4.

It is clear that the ACLU and the People for the American Way intend to make public
schools religion-free zones where students and teachers will be afraid to make any
reference to God or religion.

5.

No person can be truly educated, at least not in the Western sense, unless he has
some knowledge of Western Civilization's Judeo-Christian heritage.

6.

Many American institutions and ideas are based on principles found in the Bible.
They include:
1)
Consent of the governed;
2)
Individual rights;
3)
Government accountability;
4)
Rule of Law; and
5)
Checks and Balances.
The health of our republic depends on future generations understanding this
connection.

7.

The stakes in the lawsuit are high. If the ACLU and the People for the American Way
win, freedom of speech and religion for American students will be dealt a
tremendous,and possibly a fatal, blow.
If the Pontotoc County School District wins, maybe--just maybe--this will be the
beginning of restoring some sanity to the relationship between church and state.

8.

The situation at North Pontotoc Attendance Center is not one of governmentmandated prayers or religious expression. The students themselves initiate and conduct
the devotionals. Students who do not want to participate are not required to do so.
The Biblical History course is elective. Students are not required to take the course. It is
taught from a literary, historical perspective.

9.

The fight that lies before the people of Pontotoc County is important to every
American. Freedom of religion is the fundamental freedom. Tyrants have always known
that freedom of religion must be suppressed first. It is clear from looking at history of the
world that freedom and democracy have been successful only in those countries which
were founded on the principles contained in the Judeo-Christian worldview.

